
oubbc.weebly.com 23 April 2015

�1photo credit: aephotos.co.uk

Oxford University 
Basketball Club

None of this would have happened without the 
dedication of our 4 coaches, who do more 
behind the scenes than we players imagine. I’d 
like to thank them for bearing with us, supporting 
us, and making OUBbC into what it is today. !

It’s also the energy of each captain, and 
committee member, that keeps this club running 
smoothly(ish!) Good job this year guys, and best 
wishes to next years committee. Is 4-0 Oxford- 
Cambridge on the cards?!

Abigail Edmonds, President 2015-16!

!

!
OUBbC have had a fantastic season. Whether it be winning 3 out of 4 Varsity 
matches, or seeing M1 head off the Super 8s for the first time in 4 years, it has 
been one to remember.!

Molteni & C | Dada

As mentioned above, M1 have just concluded a 
particularly good season. The real thrill of the 
season was watching them win their place in 
the Super 8s, whilst knowing the energy and 
sacrifices that lay behind that achievement.!

W2 have also had a remarkable year, winning 
Varsity for the first time since it has been 
contested. !

Both W1 and M2 had mixed years, their better 
matches occurring after Christmas. They had 
some very close matches throughout the year, 
culminating in two, exciting Varsity matches.!
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M1 
The 2015/16 season has been an excellent one 
for the Men’s Blues. The team built on the 
foundation of players and systems from last year 
to improve immensely during the season. A 5-5 
regular season record and fourth place in BUCS 
Premier South did not tell the whole story. 
Losses to the table-topping East London and 
Southampton Solent, by a couple points, and 
only a loss to London South Bank (when the 
team was suffering from multiple injuries) 
prevented a third place finish. !

The team flourished during the year with an 
inside-out game built on a powerful front court 
led by Alex Baron and Matt Townsend and the 
point guard leadership of Will Leiner. This led to 
a convincing win over Cambridge in the Varsity 
match at a packed Oxford Brookes Sports 
Centre. Oxford led from start to finish, well and 
truly banishing the daemons from last season.!

The success also continued beyond Varsity this 
year, with a qualifying win over Salford propelling 
the Blues into the BUCS Final 8 for the first time 
in a few seasons. Playing against the best in 
Britain was a great experience for the team. After 
a first-up loss to Northumbria that finished 2nd in 
the country, the Blues showed how much they’d 
improved with a 30-point revenge win over 
Southampton Solent.!

 Finally, the year was capped off with a unique 
opportunity for the team to travel to China for an 
exchange at Northwestern Polytechnical 
University in Xi’an. Two matches were organised 
against the development squad of a local 
professional team and the NPU university team 
that were played and although Oxford lost both 
narrowly, they were played in a great spirit in 
front of large audiences. The players also 
participated in academic exchanges and gave 
presentations to students there during what was 
a memorable trip to cap a fantastic year. This 
season was the swansong for two stalwarts and 
icons of Oxford Basketball: Karolis Bauza and 
Aneil Jaswal. The team wishes them all the best 
for future.!

Ben Abraham (c)!

Sponsorship 
In January Molteni & C DADA came on board 
with OUBbC.!

Their support has made a noticeable 
difference, particularly in allowing us to set a 
plan of attack for next year. Our main difficulty 
this year has been securing court time. This 
was particularly noticed around Varsity, and 
resulted in us holding the competition up at 
Brookes. They are fantastic facilities, but we’d 
love to hold the weekend at home, and can’t 
wait for the arrival of the new Sports Centre.!

Launching off the back of this year’s success 
we are aiming to make even more of an 
impression at BUCS next year, amongst all 
four teams. Of course this is only possible with 
the commitment of all our supporters, and we 
especially thank those who have donated to 
the club this season.!

Molteni & C | Dada
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W1 
This year was W1’s first year under Simone 
Rinco, a coach and player from Italy. The 
season began with a few close loses as the 
team found their feet, most noticeably 
against King’s College London (60-64). 
Despite three defeats in a row, we continued 
to train hard every Saturday and Friday, 
many also adding in Monday night fitness 
sessions our busy timetables. !
The team was still looking forward to its first 
win and just before Christmas we finally 
managed to get it in an away game against 
Queen Mary’s University (47-67). After such 
a tough opening to the season, the 
Christmas break was welcomed.!!
The second part of the season was equally 
challenging. Our most exciting game was 
played against Oxford Brookes.!!
Remembering our first game, and how we 
lost by just a few points, the team was keen 
to demonstrate our improvement. As the 
Oxford Brookes University team came with 
only six players we looked to push home our 
advantage by employing aggressive tactics, 
and provoking fouls. With 5 minutes 
remaining Oxford Brookes were knocked 
down to four players. The game proceeded 
into over time. After a five minutes’ of over-
time, Oxford ultimately won 73-65.!!
The last week of February was busy for us as 
we prepared both for Varsity, and the final 
stage to get to the BUCS Super 8s.!
Newcastle University was a strong team, 
both mental ly and physical ly, as is 
characteristic all the top northern teams. 
They beat us 84-42. !
The final match of the season was the Varsity 
match. Cambridge made an excellent start 
and was clearly ahead at half-time. However, 
Oxford responded with a superb third quarter, 
and narrowed the gap to four points. The last 
quarter was intense for both teams and a real 
mental battle. !
One of Cambridge’s strengths was their 
ability to recapture rebounds. This eventually 
led them to win 42-56.!!
Izzy James!
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W2- Womes 
It’s been a ‘wome-derful’ year for the Oxford 
women’s 2 nd team, the ‘Womes’, finishing third in 
our BUCs league and beating Cambridge at 
Varsity for the first time in the history of Varsity. 
We also broadened our competitive calendar this 
season to include an extra-university East-
Midlands tournament hosted in Birmingham, in 
which we were thrilled to place fourth.!

None of this could have been achieved without

Iffley Update 
For many years now the university has had big 
plans for Basketball. We’re delighted (and 
amazed) to tell you all that as of August building 
work on the new Sports Hall will begin, 
expected to be finished by January 2018.!

The university is working closely with Basketball 
England to ensure that the space is ideal for 
basketball. If you would like to know more about 
t h e p l a n s , p l e a s e c o n t a c t 
paul.fitchett@devoff.ox.ac.uk !

or donate at: !

https://www.campaign.ox.ac.uk/sports-centre !
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M2 
Basketball Men Twos have disputed a mediocre 
season, alternating excellent performances to!

the tireless efforts and invaluable experience of 
our coach, Graham Nichols, who has been 
there for us every step (or dribble/screen/lay-
up) of the way. With his guidance, the Womes 
have fostered a fantastic ethos and a unique 
and treasured community. Our non-sporting 
highlights this year include our annual 
Christmas dinner (complete with secret Santa 
stealing!) and memorable crew dates.!

Although every ‘Wome’ has been a valuable 
member of the team, Merrilyn Edwards and 
Claire Nesbitt -next year’s captains- deserve a 
shout-out for their commitment on and off the 
court. Merrilyn was a newcomer this year but 
quickly made an impression, not just with her 
skill on court but also her devotion to the team. 
Claire has been instrumental to the Womes’ 
fitness, often leading our Sunday track 
sessions, and is a consistently reliable and 
important member of the team. We’re sure that 
the Womes will go on to achieve great things 
next year under their influence.!

Zoe Fannon also deserves special mention. 
She is, unequivocally, the heart of the Womes, 
and a player who the entire team look up to. !

Also at the team’s core is Tetyana Vasylyeva. 
Not only has she been a dependable and 
supportive co-captain for me, but also 
instrumental to the team’s development this 
year. Her infectious enthusiasm, skilled 
leadership, incredible sense of fun, and her 
generosity with her talent have benefitted the 
Womes immeasurably, and the year has been  
a thousand times better thanks to her. We all 
can’t wait to see the amazing things she’ll do as 
President of the club next year.!

Lastly, a final comment on the brilliant 
sportswomen who’ve made up the team: 
who’ve made the experiment of a large squad 
work, who’ve dedicated their time and energy to 
the team, and who’ve all contributed to the 
fantastic experience that being a member of the 
Womes has been this season, 2015/16. Go 
Womes!!

Emily Scanlon (c)!

disappointing results that nevertheless allowed  
the team to secure a convincing third place in the 
league. With a consistent turnover from season 
2014-15, Men 2s have showed a positive and 
growing trend throughout the season, reaching 
their peak in the last month preceding Varsity.  
Despite 2 of their top-players ‘graduating’ to the 
Blues squad, the team found inspiration through 
the brilliant and tireless work of coach Rufino who 
led the squad to an incredible and much 
deserved win in the Varsity fixture.!

After two league games in which Men 2s beat 
Cambridge by a whisker, Varsity appeared as the 
last and most important milestone of a season 
plagued by injuries and last-minute rooster 
changes. Although Cambridge managed to 
stretch the Oxford defence in the first 2 quarters, 
our team and coach responded in kind, pulling 
out a spectacular 3rd quarter, dominating the 
"tabs" under the baskets and killing them with an 
impressive series of three-point shots. The 4th 
quarter showed the maturity of Oxford’s team 
who, despite having some of its best players 
fouled out, managed to consolidate the score into 
a glorious victory.!

Gio Milieu (c)!
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Special mention 
Tony Betteridge, well remembered by many of 
you I’m sure, deserves a special mention this 
year.!

Tony organises the officials for the entirety of 
the club, and has done for years. He still 
manages to keep up M1, and I’m sure we’ll see 
him at many matches yet.!

His commitment to the club over the decades 
has been noted by every player, and as a mark 
of our appreciation we thought we’d update his 
T-shirt collection!!

From the entire club, thanks for your help over 
the years Tony.!

!
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College League and 
Cuppers 
It was another exciting year for college basketball 
in Oxford. The college league ran throughout 
Michaelmas and Hilary term, with 12 teams 
participating. Each team played roughly once a 
week, and most teams had weekly trainings as 
well – giving keen players of all abilities across 
the university an opportunity to play basketball 
regularly. The results from the league determined 
the seedings for Cuppers, with Univ-Pembroke, 
Wadham, Saints (St Annes and St Hughs,) and 
St Catz grabbing the top seeds.!

Around came Trinity term and with it the Cuppers 
competition that everyone was waiting for. There 
was a separate competition for mens and 
womens. Both involved group stages, with the 
top two teams progressing to the knock out 
stages. In the women’s competition Balliol and 
Queens dominated in their respective groups, 
and both carried this momentum through to the 
semis,setting up a final between the two. In a 
tight, low scoring affair, Balliol persevered to be 
crowned champions.!

There were 14 different teams entered into the 
mens competition, which was bigger than in 
previous years. It was great to see the increased 
interest in basketball, with new teams from St 
Peters and Johns-Keble. After the group stages 
and intense quarter/semi-finals we were left with 
the defending champions, New-Jesus, and the 
very solid Saints squad contesting the final. The 
game was hotly contested throughout, but a late 
run by Saints proved decisive enough to claim 
Cuppers glory.!

Declan Manning
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